
SUZUKI

The S ta ff of DvtB fo
Over the years, the playbikes tha t 
we’ve ridden have a ll fa llen into the ir 
own little class. Consider the Suzuki 
DS line , or the Yamaha MXers. They 
were built to offer the beginning 
motorcyclist something less expensive 
than a full-blown race bike , with 
average power, and an overa ll pack �
age tha t could last for years.

Tha t concept was a ll right, but a ll 
of the bikes suffered from the same 
problems; they were like riding in the 
past. Suspension was way off, and the 
handling limited them to cruising 
a long smooth fireroads, or very mild 
tra ils.

Somebody has fina lly done some �
thing about the a iling playbike , 
though, thanks to U .S . Suzuki. W ith 
the introduction of the ir RSI75, 
Suzuki brought foo foo bikes out of 
the doghouse and back onto the right 
tra il. Le t us te ll you stra ightforward, 
this machine is a “serious playbike .’’ 
J ust by looking a t it, you can te ll that 
it’s worlds apart from the DX or MX , 
with it’s sleek styling, and lots of 
a ttention to de ta il. It resembles both a 
motocrosser and an enduro mount, 
and has tha t compe titive a ir about it.

Just wha t is the Suzuki RSI75, and 
where did it come from? Actua lly it’s

a hybrid of old P E and RM technol �
ogy and parts, with some new design 
added in for be tter performance . The 
frame was derived from last year’s 
RM100 and 125, with bracke try 
changes to hold the 175cc motor. The 
powerplant is made up of a couple of 
different engines as we ll, the engine 
cases coming off the 1980 P EI 75, and 
the cylinder taken off the P E175N , 
with an exhaust port modification.

Suspension-wise , the RS has the 
swingarm of the RM100N , but the 
shocks are brand new, designed speci �
fica lly for the RS . The forks are off 
the RM125N , sporting the long slid �
ers. The RS’s ignition is a lso from the 
RM125, as is the cha in guide system. 
However, the a irbox is a lmost an 
exact replica of the P E175’s.

In the cosme tics department, the 
tank and fenders are from the RM- 
125, both 1979 and ’80, while the 
lighting is the same as the DS’s. The 
seat is a concoction of an RM saddle’s 
base , with the foam padding and a 
seat cover a ll-new for the RS only. As 
for the side pla tes, they’re FIM 
pane ls, the right side taken from the 
RM125, and the le ft a descendant of 
the P E175. So, as you can see , a lot of 
technology has been borrowed from

Suzukitgm/y RS f^/fkyhiMa 
is a serious competitor. W ith 
its technology taken from the 
RMs and the P Es of  last year, 
there's no way Suzuki could 
miss.
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the RMs and P Es, then incorpora ted 
into the RS , a long with some new 
designs and ideas.

Now, you’re probably wondering, 
“Wha t about the odome ter, and the 
big gas tank; weren’t they taken from 
an old P E? ” The answer is no. The 
RS has no odometer, and the tank is 
going to be a ma jor compla int to 
those who wish to take it on long 
rides. The 1.6-ga llon RM tank is over 
a ga llon sma ller than the P E tanks.

However, we’ve been ge tting some 
word out of Suzuki tha t the P E tank 
will slip on to the RS , if not exactly, 
then close enough to require very 
minor changes.

If you rea lly want to make it 
enduro-ready, an accessory manufac �
turer odome ter will put you right 
there on your starting minute . Con �
sidering the fact tha t the RS is priced 
$180 less than a new P E , you’ll be 
able to make the changes without 
exceeding the P E price tag, and have 
the option of e ither a playbike , or a 
compe titive enduro motorcycle , if the 
competition mood strikes you in the 
right way la ter on downstream.

Wa it a minute . We just sa id that 
the RS can be a good enduro mount. 
And it’s sold as a playbike . Why?

Because with a ll Suzuki put into this 
motorcycle , it is compe titive . It’s not 
your ordinary foo foo thrasher. Out 
on the tra il, the handling of the RS 
makes it a pleasure to ride . A lthough 
the suspension trave l is shorter than 
the P E ’s, the shorter overa ll he ight 
le ts the RS turn easier. And with a 
shorter whee lbase , it can wind 
through rocks and trees easier, too. 
Despite the easier handling, the sus �
pension of the RS is not up to the 
P E ’s ye t. The RS is harsher over the 
bumps, and lacks the plushness of the 
P E front and rear.

The powerplant of the RS 175 is its 
strong point. It doesn’t explode , and 
has some good low-end to it. The 
clutch doesn’t have to be slipped to 
get up a snotty hill, and the top-end 
of the RS is fast enough for most 
riding conditions

A beginner can handle the RS 
power band, so it doesn’t leave the 
ranks of the playbike in that respect, 
but if you wish to build it up, you 
might slap on some gearing to equa l 
the P E ’s, and see how you like it.

The Suzuki RSI75 a lso did some �
thing for us tha t other playbikes 
didn’t, it fe lt good to ride it anywhere , 

(Continued on page 70]
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F R E E ...Team Suzuki R ider Profile
G e t the inside scoop on your favorite rider, plus 1980 race schedule . Write:
U .S. Suzuki Motor Corp., P . O . Box 317, Encino, C a lifornia 91316

SUZUKI $ RM PARTS MANUAL Every RM owner should have 
one of these va luable parts manua ls. Enlarged 
pictures of each system, such as transmission, 
crank, clutch assembly, e tc.

A must for rebuilding your cycle and replacing 
worn parts. Describes each part and part num�
ber for easy ordering.

G ive year and mode l . $6.95

ALS O
ABL6
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PARTS
WAR E H O US E
O RD E R DIR E C T

SAV E!!
From Midwest Action Cycle's gi �
gantic inventory of genuine SUZUKJ 
factory parts. ''We’ve got them a ll" 
in stock ready to ship to you. No 
minimum purchases. We offer the 
lowest prices and the fastest 
service .

T O O RD E R C ALL 312/438-6300 W E SHIP UPS & C O D
VISA O R MAST E R C HAR G E A C C E PT E D

CLYMER S E RVIC E MANUAL RM S ERIES 1975 to 
1979 194 pages of photos, drawings, charts, in�
forma tion on how to service , repair and ma in�
ta in your RM. E leven chapters covering every �
thing from troubleshooting to hi-performance 
mod's Sections on racing tips and cylinder 
blueprint specifica tions $8.95
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LAK E ZURIC H , ILL. 60047

BIK E A C C E SS O RIE S
H-700 $17.45H-70 $10.45

STICKIE S
3-5/8 x 2-7/8' 
5for$1

GLO V E S • A ttractive and durable 
cowhide leather. Beautifully stitched to 
provide the utmost in comfort and 
protection. $14.45.

G O G GLES • Hydron-coa ted tor super 
protection. Prevents fogging. Adjustable strap 

for convenient fit.

Make check or money order payable to: O B
PLUS PR O DU C TS. IN C . • P . O . B O X 14946 • LAS V E G AS. N E VADA 89114

(Nevada Residents Add Sa les Tax)

Name

Address __________________________________________________________________

C ity________________________________________ S ta te______________________Z ip

DIRT BIK E STIC KIE S GLO V E S G O G GLES
____ a t 5 for $1.00 �  Cowhide Lea ther . . . $15.45* �  H-70 . . .$11.45*

C ircle size: S M L �  H-700 • • $lg 45*

TH E SE LO W PRIC ES C AN O NLY B E G UARANT E ED F O R 90 DAYS
•PRIC E IN CLUDE S $1 F O R P O STAG E AND HANDLIN G ALLO W 6-8 W E EKS F O R D ELIV E RY

SUZUKI RS175
(Continued from page 49) 
just the way it was. O ther bikes made 
our test riders fee l “cramped,” and 
uncomfortable . Everything was too 
short, too low. But the RS has the 
room we needed, the right he ight, and 
the proper leve l/peda l positioning. 
Nothing hung out too far, or tucked 
in to where it couldn’t be reached. 
The bars were good, not too wide , 
and the levers were easy to opera te 
with minima l e ffort.

You can still touch the ground with 
both feet while straddling the RS , but 
it didn’t fee l like you were riding just 
inches over rocks, wa iting for one to 
rip your foot off of the peg and smash 
a few toes a t random.

The Bottom Line
There are a few things wrong with 

the Suzuki RS , though. The new 
shocks Suzuki put on are harsh, but 
still the best of any playbike’s. It 
would be nice to see some RM KYB 
reservoir shocks mounted instead, but 
tha t could take a while , since they 
haven’t even made it to the P Es ye t.

The forks are fine . A lthough they 
lack a ir caps, they are made with 
longer legs and sliders, with more 
overlap of the tubes. Tha t means 
they’re stronger than the P E175*s, 
but the ends hang down be low the 
axle lower on the RS than on the P E .

W ith the ir first e ffort, Suzuki has 
built the king of the playbikes. The 
RSI75 is so versa tile that it can be 
used to learn on, then to compe te 
with la ter, when tha t same rider fee ls 
the urge to go for it.

It’s priced right a t $1199, and 
should bring in a whole new market 
to motorcycling. Suzuki has made a 
daring move with the RS . Wha t you 
have here is a bike with advanced 
technology a ll wrapped into some �
thing the public has needed for a long 
time: A serious play bike .D

SUZUKI RS175
Specifica tions

NAME AND MO D EL........................... Suzuki RS175
E N GINE TYP E ................ S ingle-cylinder, two-stroke ,

reed va lved
B O R E AND STR O KE ......................... 62mm x 57mm
DISPLAC EME NT ................................................172cc
H O RS E PO W E R (CLAIME D).............................. N/A
C ARBUR E TIO N.................................. 30mm Mikuni
F U EL TANK C APACITY ......... 1.6 ga llons (6.0 liters)
G AS/OIL RATIO ................................... Pre-mix 20:1
TRANSMISSIO N ............. S ix-speed constant mesh
G E ARING , F R O NT/R EAR ................................ 12/46
IG NITIO N .................................................. Suzuki P EI
WHE ELBASE .......................... 55.9 inches (1420 mm)
G R O UND CLE ARANC E ........11.8 inches (300 mm)
ST E ERIN G H EAD AN GLE ........................ 30degrees
W EIG HT (CLAIME D)................. 216 pounds (98 kg)
INT ENDE D US E . MF R ................................... O ff-road
C O UNTRY O F O RIGIN ....................................Japan
PRIC E , APPRO X .................................................$1199
DISTRIBUT O R:
U .S. Suzuki Motor Corp.
13767 Freeway Drive
Santa F e Springs, C a lifornia 90670
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