
Dua l Test

The lightwe ight four-stroke 
and the Jolly Green G iant

By The S ta ff of D irt B ike



Norma lly, when we test two bikes of 
the same make toge ther, we labe l it a 
"dua l test. " O ften, these dua l tests are 
done as a ma tter of convenience for the 
reader. It usua lly he lps him choose 
be tween a 125, or a 175. Some thing 
like tha t.

W ith this dua l test, however, we 
have two of the most dissimilar dirt 
bikes ever made . The KLX is a 250cc, 
mild-mannered four-stroke , while the 
KDX is a full 400cc two-stroke with 
more muscle than Arnold Schwarze �
negger. Ye t, if you stand the two bikes 
back about 40 fee t or so, a casua l glance 
will convince the uninformed they're 
identica l bikes.

Kawasaki KLX 250
The KLX is, indeed, a paradox. On 

the one hand, we have a sophistica ted 
chassis, and suspension components 
stra ight from the very la test motocross 
technology. Nestled in the center of 
space-age green plastic, chrome moly 
tubing and expensive bits of a lumi �
num, is an engine tha t would be more 
a t home powering a medium-sized 
window fan.

To give you an idea of how the 
engine performs, it's necessary to com�
pare it to more familiar machinery. A 
crisp Honda XR185, for example , will 
easily pull the KLX in a drag race on 
leve l ground. Up hills, or in sand, it'll 
crucify the KLX .

To find some thing closer to the out �
put of the KLX , we loca ted a rider with 
a very old, clapped-out Honda 250 
single , about 1974 vintage . It still had 
the origina l rings in it and smoked 
profuse ly.

A drag race found these two ma �
chines dead even, but the old, tired 
Honda was still able to climb hills a t 
least one gear ta ller than the KLX .

Does tha t make the KLX a fa ilure?
No. Not a t a ll.
You see , large numbers of those early 

Honda 250 thumpers were bought by 
an eager public because they were four- 
strokes and in spite of the fact tha t they 
had a grim chassis and absolute ly bar �
baric suspension. A veritable fortune 
must have been spent over the ensuing 
years to try to make these Hondas 
handle .

Oh, ge tting the engine to produce 
was no rea l problem, but ge tting tha t 
sucker to turn, track and steer was a 
nightmare situa tion. Many serious 
four-stroke addicts resorted to acces �
sory frames and found out tha t the SL 
Hondas still did not work. This ca lled 
for accessory forks, shocks, whee ls, 
e tc.

Cubic dollars.
V irtua lly nothing more than the 

motor could be used in the construc �
tion. This meant tha t a successful 
finished product would cost the en-

A ttention to de ta il kept the KLX out of the gutter as far as overa ll ra ting 
was concerned.
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Leading axle forks and a new swingarm gave the four-stroker a big edge over 
the competition in suspension.

thusiast some thing in the vicinity of 
$3000 to $3500, which is a very rarified 
vicinity for a play bike .

The KLX 250, then, is wha t the 
Honda SL250 should have been. In 
order to ask for improvements on the 
KLX chassis, suspension, whee ls, plas- 
trickery and such, a rider would have 
to be very spoiled indeed. A ll of the 
asking will come in the engine depart �
ment. This is not to say tha t it's just 
fine and dandy to se ll the KLX with 
such a mild motor. But, a t least it's 
easier to ge t more horsepower than it is 
to turn a non-handler into a handler.

We had a chance to ride a Powroll 
301 kitted KLX . This de lightful motor 
put out a substantia l increase over the 
stock unit tha t made the KLX a true joy 
to ride .

Actua lly, the stock KLX engine is 
not as slow as the riding sensa tions 
suggest. On hard-packed ground, for 
instance , the KLX produces just 
enough power to slightly spin the rear 
whee l a t most any rpm. This means 
tha t the rider can mere ly leave the 
throttle wide-open a t a ll times and con �
centra te on stirring the shift lever to 
ge t and keep maximum revs.

A t one riding/testing session, we 
found the idea l terra in for the KLX: the 
rock-hard, winding fireroads of Texas 
C anyon, an open riding area about 20 
minutes north of Los Ange les. Here , 
the KLX was not only able to keep up 
with a ll of the bikes present, but was 
a lso able to ride around them quite 
comfortably in the turns. It even 
smoked the mighty KDX easily on one 
serpentine uphill section. A las, 
though, when the party of fireroaders 
hit a fa irly long stra ight, the KLX re �
sumed its rightful place a t the back of 
the pack.

We found tha t the KLX could go just 
about anywhere . S teep, long hills 
ca lled for low gear a ll the way and 
some paddling near the top, but we 
never had to slip the clutch to ma inta in 
forward motion. Only gentle grades 
with a good run a t the bottom, le t the 
test riders climb hills in second or third 
gear.

This would tend to indica te tha t the 
KLX would make an exce llent enduro 
mount, in stock trim. A fter a ll, it's 
light, agile , has good suspension, and 
low gear will take the bike just about 
anywhere .

Wrong.
There's one nasty fly in the pudding, 

W illard. Throttle response , right off 
idle , is grim. The 32mm Mikuni carb 
hes ita tes and burps when the throttle 
is snapped on a t low speeds. A running 
joke deve loped be tween the test riders: 
"How many ways are there to shut off 
a KLX?"—I give up—"There are three 
ways. 1) You can push the kill switch 
up; 2) you can push the kill switch 
down; 3) you can crack the throttle 
open a t idle . O f the three me thods, the 
throttle is the surest and the least ex �
pected. "

This strange behavior would seem 
much more a t home with one of the 
wre tched Ke ihin carbs tha t are depen �
dent on vacuum to opera te the slide , or 
even on the acce lera tor pump carbs 
found on the stree t-lega l carbs, but as 
to why it curses a more or less norma l 
Mikuni carb, we are a t a loss to say.

A check with the very de ta iled 
Kawasaki shop manua l showed tha t 
the engine is supposed to idle a t 1400 
rpm. This is a fa irly high idle for a 
motorcycle , especia lly a four-stroke 
single . Our guess-tima te is tha t a t least 
another 1000 rpm higher is the mini �

mum point from which the engine 
will willingly pull without problems.

It's entire ly possible tha t the hitch in 
carbure tion is due to a flaw in inle t 
tract design, or is even caused by slow 
a ir speed. The va lves in the KLX are 
slightly larger than the va lves in the KL 
eng ine (from which the powerplant is 
directly taken), but this a lone should 
not crea te the problem. The 
stree t-lega l KL had a much sma ller 
28mm carb (with an acce lera tor 
pump), and a lso exhibited the same 
hesita ting tra it right off the bottom. 
Quite frankly, we're a t a loss to expla in 
this phenomenon, as are the folks a t 
Kawasaki.

Our ride on the Powroll 301 kitted 
bike showed none of this hesita tion, 
which leads one to a further leve l of 
genuine confusion. Apparently, 
Kawasaki, be ing more than aware of 
the shortcomings of the engine , is 
coming out with the ir own version of a 
kit. While it’s be ing offered a fter the 
fact, so to speak, it should be an easily 
integra ted kit, somewha t on the con �
serva tive side . We can only wonder 
why the B ig K didn't just offer this sort 
of powerplant in the first place?

However, we do have some priva te 
thoughts and ideas on just why the 
KLX saw life in its first form as it did, 
ra ther than as how it could have been. 
Want to hear them? O f course you do.

We ll, as nearly as we can figure , 
Kawasaki wanted to ge t into the four- 
stroke play bike marke t. But, they 
were cautious about it, wondering if a 
va lid enough marke t rea lly existed. In 
the back of the ir corpora te heads, they 
a lso knew tha t four-stroke dirt bikes 
were going to be the only thing sold in 
the not-too-distant future .

So, in order to ge t a fee l for an earlier- 
than-planned entry into tha t marke t, 
they decided to stick the ir corpora te 
toe cautiously into the wa ters. They 
a lready had some knowledge to go by: 
Every four-stroke dirt bike on the 
marke t, save for the XR185, was too 
heavy. None of them rea lly handled. 
And not one of them, including the 
fabulously successful XR185, had de �
cent, modem suspension components. 
They knew tha t actua l performance of 
any four-stroke motor was not a prime 
considera tion from the people who 
bought four-stroke play bikes. Bear 
witness to the Suzuki DR370s. Mild, 
decent units, with not too much surge . 
They a lso knew tha t they didn't want 
any problems a t a ll in the re liability 
area . Nothing kills a new mode l off 
faster than tee thing problems.

Knowing a ll of these things, and 
knowing a lso tha t they did not want to 
invest any grea t amount of money, it 
was more than logica l to use existing 
parts, tools and dies. Best of a ll, using
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Kawasaki’s got a rea l goodie with the ir KDX 400; a lot of engine with 
fine suspension.

an " in-house/' or existing engine , 
would rea lly keep the old costs down.

The KX125 motocross chassis a l �
ready existed and was a light, proven 
fixture . A ll KYB suspension com�
ponents a lready sa t on she lves. The 
only comple ted four-stroke single 
engine in the ir production line was the 
stodgy KL250 single . In the present 
form, the KL put out some thing be tween 
15 to 17 ponies.

Some experimenting showed tha t 
the KL engine could take seven or e ight 
more horsepower with reasonable re �
liability. A fter tha t, the engine could 
not be counted on to rema in bulle t �
proof in the usua l conservative Kawa �
saki manner. To ge t tha t sma ll increase 
in horsepower would cost a grea t dea l 
of money. To ge t more , would mean 
massive outlays. It would be cheaper to 
make a new engine from scra tch, 
ra ther than convert the KL into a fire- 
brea ther.

There rea lly was no choice .
The KL engine rece ived a few modi �

fica tions tha t cost very little , was 
slipped into the KX chassis, and the 
very la test KX A-5 plastic was used a ll 
the way around.

And tha t, friend, we fee l, is how you 
got wha t you see here . If our conjecture 
is off-base , we apologize in advance .

S till, wha t you do ge t for the money, 
is a genuine barga in. For $1649 sug �
gested re ta il, you have the makings of a 
trick four-stroke . Many will find the 
KLX a pleasant tra ilbike the way it is. 
Those who want to go faster, will find 
tha t it's an economica l way to ge t a 
good four-stroke .

Consider.
To ge t a decent four-stroke today, 

you have to spend around $1500 and 
up, for starters. Then, you have to trim 
we ight off the thing, because a ll of 
them (XR185 excepted) are porky. P lan 
to drop a t least $500 to achieve a partia l 
we ight loss. A frame is a must for the 
serious dabbler. $500? $600? More?

Then hundreds more for forks, 
shocks, e tc. There is no way tha t you 
can build a nea t four-stroke right now 
—today—for less than $3000, with a ll 
of the construction done yourse lf.
Have someone e lse do the work for you 
and the price of admission ge ts close to 
four grand, right away.

Be lieve us, we know. We've been 
diddling around with tha t RM/DR370 
project bike now for a long time and we 
still aren't done . And, we have , figur�
ing re ta il costs, over $3500 in the 
thing.

For a few hundred bucks of hop-up 
work done to the KLX , you can end up 
with a thoroughly sa tisfying four- 
stroke . It is, when a ll the smoke clears, 
the only ra tiona l game in Thumper 
C ity.

Looked a t in tha t light, the KLX

appears to be one he ll of a decent first �
time e ffort.

For those two or three folks who'll 
leave the KLX stock...

Here's wha t you ge t. Accurate steer�
ing with not a hint of front-end wash �
out, even with the stock tires. The 
KLX front end can be placed easily 
where the rider directs it.

Whee lies required some planning. A 
little rise... a tug on the bars, perhaps 
a slight headwind. It a ll adds up.

Brakes proved to be exce llent, with 
the rear be ing a bit grabby and cha tter�
ing a t first, then se ttling down as time 
accrued. Not much braking was experi �
enced from the engine , which fe lt very 
odd on a four-stroke . The conserva tive 
8.9:1 compression ra tio no doubt con �
tributed to this.

S tarting was a lways easy, requiring 
no more than a kick or two. In fact, we 
even started the KLX a few times with 
our hand, but then, DB editors are 
soooo macho, tha t we even do this 
with out-of-tune 501 Ma icos.

Shifting was a bit notchy until the 
engine got some time on it and 
loosened up, or perhaps we got used to 
the shifting and adapted.

Shorter riders—those under 5'9"— 
had trouble swinging a leg over the 
saddle of the KLX , but had no hassle 
touching the ground when sea ted, as 
the forks and shocks sagged an inch or 
two.

Layout of the bars, controls and pegs 
was as close to idea l as we've found 
la te ly. The rider will find tha t he's 
forced to sit we ll forward to be com�
fortable , which is the only place to be 
on the long-trave l bikes to ge t them to 
turn. Many Yamaha riders will fee l un �

comfortable initia lly on this particular 
machine . T ime will permit them to 
adjust.

Both ends of the KLX suck up bumps 
nice ly and basic fiddling will enable 
each rider to dia l in his pre ference , 
front or rear, as both ends are com�
ple te ly adjustable .

We got over 80 miles out of one tank 
and about 65 out of another. It depends 
on how hard the KLX has to be pushed 
and how much time has to be spent in 
the lower gears, screaming the guts out 
of the little engine .

We learned to like the KLX 250. It 
a ttracted a lot of a ttention and proved 
to be a popular bike , even though it 
was usua lly the slowest mount in our 
group.

S till, the true enjoyment of a KLX 
will not be rea lized until the thing is 
made to brea the a bit. Quite frankly, 
no one in his right mind will probably 
buy a KLX and not tamper with it. The 
bike begs to be coaxed into wolf's 
clothing.

Kawasaki KDX 400 A-l
G e tting directly off the KLX and onto 

the KDX produced some highly amus �
ing incidents among our test crew on 
the first day out. Because the KLX had 
to be ridden fla t-out most of the time to 
mere ly keep up, riders who then trans �
ferred to the KDX often re ta ined tha t 
habit. A t least for a few heart-stopping 
minutes, tha t is.

An unplanned tweak on the throttle 
of the KDX will instantly produce a 
whee lie if there is even a semblance of 
traction. There's such an abundance of 
torque a t low rpm, tha t discre tion is an 
absolute must. If you've had a chance 
to ride an IT400, you know wha t good
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out. The ride a t the rear end must be 
ra ted in the good-to-exce llent ca tegory 
with the KYB shocks, but the supple �
ness and overa ll qua lity of the Ohlins 
must still be considered sta te of the art. 
Using the old 1 to 10 sca le , we'd give 
the Ohlins a 10 and the KYBs a solid 9. 
Not bad.

Some discussion with the folks in 
R&D a t Kawasaki yie lded the informa �
tion tha t the KYB shocks actua lly ge t 
be tter as they accumula te some time . 
Apparently, they're a bit stiff when 
new and loosen up as parts sea t in.

Up front, we aga in pre fer the action 
of the Husky forks over the KYB Kawa �
saki forks, but, as with the shocks, the 
margin is slight. When we rece ived the 
KDX , the Kawasaki reps told us tha t 
the forks would be stift for some time 
until the sea ls found a happy home on 
the sliders. This proved accura te , but 
we never found the action to be harsh, 
just a fraction cha ttery on stutter- 
bumps. On large bumps, the stroke of 
the forks was superior. Too, the Kawa �
saki forks exhibited less flex than the 
Husky forks. While those Husky forks 
have superb action, the tubes are a 
sma llish 35mm. W ith the long trave l 
ava ilable , flex is unavoidable .
Reverting back to the 1 to 10 sca le , 
we'd ra te the Husky 9.4 and the 
Kawasaki a 9.0 even.

Traditiona lly, the beauty of a big- 
bore Husky enduro bike has been its 
ability to pull hard a t low rpm. Here , 
the KDX is the winner, hands-down. 
While both machines will chug right 
down to the last few rpm and still keep 
the bike moving forward, the KDX will 
do it more smoothly. No grabbing or 
sna tching is fe lt a t the lowest imagin �
able rpm. It's a lmost like the KDX was 
an e lectric motor, ra ther than a large , 
single-cylinder two-stroke . The 
Husky, by direct comparison, will bang 
and pop a t random when forced to 
work hard right a t the bottom part of 
its power curve .

Once moving, the KDX a lso exhibits 
a bit more power through the mid�
range and top end than the Husky. In a 
drag race , both bikes running stock 
gearing, the KDX will come out of the 
hole stronger than the Husky, then 
both bikes will run even through the 
mid-range , and, as the top end is ap �
proached, the KDX will pull the Husky 
by a sma ll distance .

Impressive , very impressive .
While we ha te to turn this into a 

KDX/Husky confronta tion, it's neces �
sary. The reason is tha t the KDX is a 
very serious e ffort. It's not just another 
decent enduro/play bike; it's a genuine , 
certified professiona l woods racer, with 
enough of the right things on it to carry 
a rider to a position on the S ix Days 
Team.

(Continued on next page )

The KDX’s powerplant rests in a surrounding of plastics, including the skid 
pla te , side pla tes, tank and fenders.

A new swingarm adds beauty to the beast, and he ight to the rear end.

low-end pulling power is. Now, take a 
deep brea th: The KDX pulls much 
stronger off the bottom than even a 
sharp-running IT .

It pulls so hard, in fact, tha t the rider 
must learn to reeva lua te wha t gear to 
use for any given situation. An uphill 
tha t looks like it should ca ll for second 
gear, can be taken in third, or even 
fourth, on the KDX . The more time 
one spends on the KDX , the more one 
learns about the bike . F irst-time riders 
invariably tended to stay in too low a 
gear and over-re wed the bike . While 
this didn't harm the unit in any way, it 
was not the most e fficient way to ride .

When testing any new bike , com�
parisons must be drawn with the cur�
rent sta te-of-the-art machinery. This

means tha t the KDX must be he ld right 
up aga inst the powerful winning glare 
of the Husky WR and O R 390. No other 
bike domina tes the enduro scene in 
this country as comple te ly as the 
Husqvama . This could change , how�
ever, if more folks ge t a chance to sling 
a leg over the KDX .

Comparing the KDX to the Husky 
390 WR , point for point, is interesting. 
Suspension. Here , the Husky is still 
ahead of the Kawasaki, but not by 
much. Only the presence of superb 
Ohlins shocks gives the Husky the 
edge . They're probably the finest units 
tha t come on any production bike 
today. The KYB shocks on the KDX do 
a decent job, and most riders will 
probably leave them on until they wear
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G e tting familiar
S linging a leg over the KDX is much 

like climbing on a full-blown moto- 
crosser, because the chassis and long 
legs put it in the same league . There is 
no rea l need for the KDX to be tha t ta ll, 
though, as a close examina tion shows 
tha t the sea t is quite possibly the 
thickest we've ever seen on a dirt bike . 
It would be very easy to take two or 
three inches off tha t saddle without re �
ducing much in the way of comfort.
Part of this ta ll saddle syndrome sure ly 
must come from two people who had a 
lot to do with the initia l design of the 
bike: Wa lt Axthe lm and Mike Hannon, 
Ax is an old desert rider and Hannon is 
about 11 fee t ta ll. Kawasaki fee ls tha t 
the next genera tion of KDXs will 
probably have a cut-down saddle to 
accommoda te the average dirt bike 
rider, who we a ll know stands around 
5'8" and we ighs 225 or so.

K ickstarting the KDX was easy, in or 
out of gear. The absence of clutch drag 
made this pleasant. It never took more 
than two kicks to ge t things stirred up. 
Mechanica l cla tter was non-existent. 
None of the piston slap of the garden- 
varie ty IT can be heard. Things whir, 
ra ther than hammer and clang.

Exhaust noise is modera te and the 
note does not offend the ear. Both Hus �
ky and Yamaha should take note of 
this, as they both emit a ra ther irri �
ta ting type of sound, tha t, while it 
might not be loud, does not please the 
ear.

While we warmed our bike up most 
of the time be fore riding, we are still 
pleased to report tha t the KDX will run 
clean while the cylinder is cool enough 
to lay a bare hand on. This could prove 
va luable to the serious rider involved 
in a Two Day Qua lifier. For the S ix 
Day rider, who must perform a ll repa ir 
work in a 15-minute period be fore the 
start, it's like money in the bank.

There's no graunch when the KDX is 
nudged into gear, and the clutch en �
gagement is smooth to the point of 
using the old "silky" cliche . Once 
rolling, the massive amount of low-end 
power can be fe lt with the merest 
tweak of the right wrist. It’s wise to ge t 
into the upper gears as quickly as 
possible .

A t first, the KDX fee ls slightly 
top-heavy. A fter a few minutes of 
riding, this sensa tion disappears. A trip 
to the highly accura te and coldly im�
persona l DIRT BIK E sca les shows tha t 
the KDX tips the sca les a t 268 Y i 
pounds, fully gassed and ready to ride . 
While this might sound like a lot, it 
isn't. You have 3.3 ga llons of gas in the 
big plastic tank. F iguring gas a t a bit 
over six pounds per ga llon, you can 
take off about 20 pounds right there . By 
the time oU in the forks and gearbox is

R iding the Powroll KLX-301

A lmost everyone we ta lked to about 
the KLX agreed on one point, if nothing 
e lse: It is gutless. Considering the 
sophistica ted suspension, there isn't 
even enough power to give the shocks a 
workout. For some people , this'll be 
just the ticke t, because in a no-power 
situa tion they can ride around hill- 
throttle a ll day, and with good suspend �
ers they'll never ge t hurt. Might not 
be as much fun as be ing able to dice 
with the ir friends, but a t least it's S2fe .

But, if it's horsepower you want, 
you're in luck. Powroll has a ll kinds of 
goodies on the she lf tha t'll turn your 
KLX into a power to be reckoned with. 
They can bore the KLX out to a 275 for 
the sma ll sum of $75, and tha t includes 
a sleeve for your cylinder, because the 
stock one is too thin. They say it's a 
no-swea t opera tion, and the sleeve 
slips in with no machining.

They a lso have a stroker kit for $116 
exchange , which, when combined with 
the bore job, increases the displace �
ment to 301cc. A pipe tha t's tuned to 
work with a ll this is ava ilable for 
approxima te ly $35, and head porting 
can be done for $37.50 a va lve . The 
head work is most recommended when

insta lling a cam. C ams are ava ilable , 
but a t the time of this writing, a firm 
price has not been established.

We had a day out riding on the ir first 
301, which had been bored and stroked, 
had the head ported and a pipe insta lled. 
The difference be tween the 301 and the 
stocker is astounding! Instead of hav �
ing to pick our gears care fully, we now 
had two or three to choose from in a 
turn. The bike had an outrageous 
amount of torque , some thing tha t the 
stocker is not exactly overendowed 
with. It actua lly made the bike easier 
to ride—now we had some power to 
put to the ground if we got into trouble , 
and it was a whole lot easier to climb 
hills with. Rea lly an agreeable bike!

We could have used a little more top 
end out of the KL motor, but tha t's the 
job of the cam, and we're sorry we 
didn't ge t a chance to try one . When we 
do, we'll le t you know how it works. In 
the meantime , if you have any ques �
tions or want some specific prices, 
don't hesita te to give Powroll a ca ll.

Powroll Performance Products 
P . O . Box 1206 

Bend, Oregon 97701 
(503)382-6395

deducted, you can see tha t the KDX 
comes in dry a t a mark comfortably 
under the 250-pound reading. And for a 
400cc bike , with lights, skid pla te , 
speedo and a ll the other basic enduro 
hardware to hit tha t we ight, shows a 
tremendous e ffort on the part of Kawa �
saki. Have you we ighed an IT400 la te �
ly? Now you're ge tting the idea . Jeez . 
Even the P E250 and the IT250 we igh in 
a t over 260 pounds, ready to ride .

We found no bad habits with the 
turning and cornering manners of the 
KDX . It's right a t the point where bikes 
still turn. Trave l a t both ends is enough 
to ge t the job done , with 10.2 inches in 
the front and 9.1 a t the rear end. We're 
convinced tha t if the KDX had any 
more trave l, handling would suffer. We 
would advise KDX buyers not to fa ll 
prey to the “more inches is be tter" 
syndrome . The way the bike is stock, 
is correct. Don't screw it up.

We found tha t we could stuff the 
KDX into turns like a motocrosser and

roll the throttle on cleanly and smooth �
ly for rocke t-fast exits. Actua lly, with 
the lights removed and the enduro 
hardware se t on a she lf, we fee l tha t the 
KDX is more than capable of winning 
the Open class a t your loca l track in 
the Novice or Intermedia te class. It's 
tha t good.

A t higher speeds, some a ttention was 
required to keep the KDX on the de �
sired line . Not a grea t dea l, but the 
rider should not le t his mind wander. 
We had a chance to run the KDX 
through some loose and shifty sand. 
Here , the flota tion of the front end was 
marve lous. It shared much of the same 
tra it tha t the KX250 A-5 we tested 
(January 1979 DIRT BIK E) did. A lmost 
as soon as the bike was rolling, tha t 
front tire squiggled up on top of the 
sand like a flota tion tire . Truly mar�
ve lous. Western enduro riders will 
learn to apprecia te this mannerism, as 
they often have to come out of the

(Continued on page 64)
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Use the grips tha t perform! 
Reduce vibra tion • minimize 
blisters • increase grip with 
textured surface • absorb 
shock • improve endurance • 
make your ride a trea t ra ther 
than punishment. G RAB O NS 
don't just sit there . . . They 
do some thing!

AT B E TTE R D E ALE RS E V E RYWH E R E

MO NT E SA 
BULTA C O 
H O DAKA 
C AN-AM 
R O K O N 
MAIC O 
C-Z
P E NT O N/KTM

DB-10

U .P .S . PARTS DAILY
364 S . ARLING T O N ST . 
AKR O N. O HIO 44306 
PHO N E (216) 253-7455

Opening Specia l! g

S C O TT 
MX B O O TS 

$12750

2 KAWASAKIS (Continued from page 39)

S ide by side , there ’s a noticeable difference , but only a fraction of the tota l 
opposites .

mounta ins and ride seemingly endless 
sand washes on a typica l enduro.

A t a hard, fast tra il riding pace , we 
were never able to induce fade into the 
remote reservoir KYB shocks. So, we 
turned the bike over to our enduro con �
sultant, G ary Woodling. G ary, as you 
might reca ll, tied for the win a t the 
Greenhorn Enduro on our bone-stone- 
stock Honda XR500 and is capable of 
finding out just how an enduro bike 
holds up. Here are his thoughts on the 
KDX:
1979 Kawasaki KDX 400 Enduro 
R iders Opinion: G ary Woodling

A fter 125 miles of H igh S ierra tra il 
riding, I learned a lot about the 
KDX . Two things rea lly stick out in 
my mind: The engine has stump- 
pulling torque from idle to 6500 rpm 
and good (while not long) suspen �
sion. The forks are super-pro �
gressive and very soft the first few 
inches. I never fe lt a harsh bottom 
no ma tter how hard I tried, and they 
soak up sma ll rocks very smoothly.

The damping is perfect and an 
a ftermarke t modifica tion is not 
needed. The shocks are fade-free and 
work grea t a fter the stiff springs ge t 
broken in. The ta ll sea t, combined 
with the rubber-mounted handle �
bars, produces a ride tha t you could 
fa ll asleep on.

The bike turns like a Ma ico, even 
with the long whee lbase . Just plant 
your leg, turn the bars and gas it! In

anything from a family enduro to a 
Na tiona l, the KDX will do the job. 
A lthough it makes a superb forest 
bike , desert events will a lso be a 
cakewa lk. The re la tive ly modera te 
trave l keeps geome try stable and 
we ight low.

If the Super stroked his mous �
tache , and with his sly grin gave me 
permission to ride this bike a t an 
ISDT Qua lifier, I would make the 
following changes: Lower gearing 
one tooth a t countersha ft, and do a 
little port work to ra ise the top-end 
revs. A lthough the la tter is not 
rea lly needed, nothing in the 500 
class would touch it if performed.
As you can see , the bike has a lot of 
trick stock equipment which will 
win a gold meda l, or sweepstakes 
trophy. Kawasaki rea lly did the ir 
homework and a t $1800 apiece , 
expect to see the KDX a t the top of 
future results.

As you can see , G ary thinks the KDX 
is a serious machine and most de finite �
ly not a play bike for the casua l rider.
B its and pieces

Serious enduro and Qua lifier bikes 
should have folding shift and brake 
levers. When questioning Kawasaki 
about this, they told us tha t an acces �
sory folding shift lever would be ava il �
able a t Kawasaki dea lers by the time 
this hit print, for about e ight bucks. 
Apparently, they fee l the brake lever is 
sufficiently tucked in and protected by
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the skid pla te .
We rea lly liked the forged a luminum 

swingarm, which looks like it was part 
of a bridge . Not only is this baby 
strong, but the area around the axle 
slots is thick and bee fy, preventing 
flex. Exce llent design!

C ables and control levers need im�
provement. A contoured lever like the 
Yamahas should be considered, or even 
be tter, short DeHandlers would be 
most apprecia ted. Those cables are 
thin and flex a grea t dea l. We don't ex �
pect a long life out of them.

A ll the plastic on the KDX was first- 
ra te . F enders appeared we ll-thought- 
out and kept crud from be ing flung up 
on the rider. Even the tank was fa irly 
narrow where it me t the saddle .

Speaking of tha t saddle , we fe lt tha t 
the foam was built up a t too square of a 
shape a t the forward edge . It tended to 
irrita te the inside of the rider's thighs 
when sea ted. Rounding off and 
lowering tha t forward portion of the 
saddle would be highly apprecia ted.

A minor gripe: The front brake cable 
runs directly across the face of the 
speedo. Was someone asleep when this 
piece was designed?

No one cared for the thick grips tha t 
came on the KDX . And, when wa ter 
got on the bars, the suckers started 
rota ting and sliding off.

Our brakes worked remarkably we ll 
when soaked in wa ter. Are you listen �
ing, Husky?

Spokes came loose like crazy during 
the first six hours of riding, but bedded 
in a fter tha t. A new owner would be 
we ll advised to have the whee ls trued 
by his dea ler a fter the bike is broken in. 
Those rims seem a bit on the soft side . 
We have severa l fla t spots to back tha t 
sta tement up.

A ll of our lights worked we ll until 
we had the Whee lie K ing stuff the rear 
fender into the rear tire for a photo 
session. Oh we ll.

Shifting, whenever we thought of it, 
was decent. No surprises. The KDX did 
not like to upshift under full power 
without the clutch, but then, only one 
bike tha t we know of will tolera te tha t 
kind of trea tment.

Our pegs started to sag a bit, then 
stayed there . Don't ask us why.

We got fabulous mileage from the 
KDX . Under norma l enduro condi �
tions, a rider can expect about 75 miles 
from a single tank.

One plug lasted through the entire 
test. The KDX is a very clean-running 
bike . Even with the choke on, we only 
saw a wisp of smoke . We used Kawa �
saki's own K2 oil for the dura tion of 
the test.

The frame loop over the rear fender 
should be a bit higher, like the KLX , to 
crea te a be tter grab bar. A ll enduro 
riders, sooner or la ter, are going to have

suggested 
re ta il price

Professiona l Racing Boot

V C O BLB F ADPIN& O N SHINS 
RD fc SUP E R PR O TE C TION

SP E E P LA C&S F O R 
UNIF ORM LO W E R

.R lV E T E P IN MAJO R 
STR E SS AR E AS

ANKLE RAPPIN G*

� FI B ELLAS 
R EIN F O R C E P 
T O E ANP H E EL

MOLP E P S OLE 
W O N'T SPLIT

ST E EL SHANK INST E P F OR G R E AT E R SoPF DRT

A ll Esprit boots are covered by a limited warra 
Ask your motorcycle dea ler for Esprit boots

G ive .
Red Cross

counting 
on you.

S C O TT B O O TS

T 2995
Liners $9.95

BIC 4. IN C .
O RD E R T OLL F R E E 1-800-541-2677 

IN WASHIN GT O N STATE C ALL 
1-800-572-5690
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S and S O ' for aach sticker above or S6 for a ll 15. 
G e t oor new '79 ca talog of over 900 stickers 
plus 5 free samples (our choice) for only $2. 
Send your money and list of wha t you want to:

STIC K-EM UP
1814 C a talina Court. Dept. DB2 

Livermore. C A 94550

to extract the ir mount from some �
thing.

We fe lt tha t the skid pla te didn't ex �
tend back far enough and le ft the rear 
section of the cases exposed to poten �
tia l rock damage .

Our cha in rare ly required adjustment 
and seemed to be superior to most of 
the stuff we've run across la te ly. A 
check of the specs showed tha t it was 
American-made D iamond 520 cha in.

Ma intenance on the KDX proved 
stra ightforward, with no we irdness en �
countered to ge t to anything.

An American-made K&N filter 
comes standard. A ll right! This is grea t 
for lazy riders who only want to clean 
the filter every few months.

Adding it a ll up
When you stand back and take a 

long, hard look, you rea lize tha t the 
KDX is a superior enduro weapon. In 
actua l fact, it's equa l to the Husky, 
which is the re igning king of enduro 
bikes. However, when you take a look 
a t the suggested re ta il of a KDX a t 
$1799 and then go shopping for a 
Husky a t we ll over two grand, the 
contest ceases. The KDX emerges as 
the new Open C lass K ing of the H ill. 
The only thing tha t rema ins to be seen , 
is how the KDX will hold up over an 
extended period of abuse . We know the

Kawasaki KLX 250
NAME AND MO D EL........ Kawasaki KLX 250
E NGIN E TYP E ......... One-cylinder four-stroke ,

O H C , a ir-cooled
B O R E AND STRO K E ..................... 70 x 64mm
DISPLA C EME NT ................................... 246cc
H O RS E PO W E R (CLAIME D BY

F A C T ORY)......................... 21.3 a t 8000 rpm;
actua l 18.2

C ARBURE TIO N .......................... Mikuni32mm
F A C T O RY R E C OMME ND ED JE TTING:

MAIN JE T ..............................................137.5
N E E DLE JE T ..............................................P-2
JE T N E EDLE ......................................... 6H2-2
PILO T JE T ................................................... 30
SLID E NUMB E R ..................................... 2.5

R E C OMME ND E D G AS OLIN E ........ Premium
R E C OMME ND E D OIL

(MF R). . . .10W40. 10W 50. 20W 40, 20W50
F U EL TANK C APACITY ................2.5 ga llons
F U EL TANK MAT E RIAL........................ P lastic
G AS/OIL RATIO N/A
LUBRIC ATIO N ................................. We t sump
OIL C APA CITY ................................ 1.6 quarts
AIR FILTRATIO N .. K&N gauze , oil-sa tura ted
CLUTC H TYP E ......................... We t, multi-disc
TRANSMISSIO N ............................ F ive-speed
G E ARB O X RATIO S:

1 ................................................................ 2.64
2 ................................................................. 1.73
3 ................................................................. 1.30
4 ................................................................. 1.05
5 .................................................................0.88

G E ARIN G . F R O NT/R E AR 14/45;
optiona l: 13 through 15—43 to 47

Huskys shine in tha t department. It's 
not uncommon to ge t a full year out of 
a WR390. C an the KDX ma tch the 
Swedish Monarch there?

We'll le t you know as soon as feed �
back trickles into the DB communica �
tions center. Meanwhile , a ll ha il the 
new K ing! �

NATIO NAL HYDR O N'S

By
MXL

V E NDRAMINI

R E D-MX 
BLU E-Enduro 
F ULL S izes 

7-13

e ,US$148.0'
$3.00 postage  
and handling

Send check or money order

c h c s t c rIs h o p

28037 Gra tiot 
Roseville , Michigan 48066 

(313)774-6960

From the editors of VAN- 
PIC KUP AND O F F-R O AD 
W O RLD comes the story of 
off-roading as its never been 
told be fore .

Included is full race coverage , 
with never-before published 
action photos. The story of 
Ba ja , R iverside , the Mint.
And maps tha t will show you 
the trickest off-road territory 
you can tackle .

Now ava ilable for only $2, O F F-R O AD W O RLD is for both the nov �
ice and the hard core off-roader. It’s the next best thing to bea ting 
your body to a pulp in a Ba ja Bug.

O F F-R O AD W O RLD O NLY $2
Box 317 • Encino • C a lifornia • 91316 Order your copy now!

Name________________________________________________________

Address/Apt. #________________________________________________

C ity/S tate/Z ip ________________________________________________

P lease enclose $2 for each copy ordered, plus 50 cents per copy for 
postage and handling. Make checks payable to

H i-Torque Publishing Co. DB ,
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IG NITIO N .................................................. C DI
PRIMARY KICK SYST EM?...................... Yes
R E C OMME NDE D SPARK PLU G .......... N G K

B7ES
SILE NC E R/SPARK ARRE ST O R/

Q UALITY .......................................... Exce llent
E XHAUST SYST EM............ S tra ight pipe with

silencer and spark arrestor 
F RAME , TYPE . . Tubular, single downtube,

split cradle
WH E ELBAS E ..................................55.9 inches
G R O UND CLEARAN C E ............................ 12.0 inches
S EAT H EIG HT AT TANK ..............................36 inches
ST E E RIN G H E AD AN GLE ........... 28 degrees
TRAIL................................. 4.8 inches (121mm)
W EIG HT WITH O N E G ALLO N

G AS ............... 242 pounds (234 pounds dry)
RIM MATE RIAL..................... A luminum a lloy
TIR E SIZ ES:

F R O NT ....................... 3.00 x 21 knobby 4PR
R E AR ......................... 4.00 x 18 knobby 4PR

SUSP E NSIO N:
F R O NT . TYPE AND TRAV EL . . Te lescopic 

fork, 250mm (9.8 inches) 
R E AR, TYPE AND TRAV EL ..Swingarm/ 

shock, 250mm (9.8 inches)
INT END E D US E , MF G ...................... O ff-road
C O UNTRY O F O RIGIN .......................... Japan
PRIC E , APPRO X ......................................$1649
PARTS PRIC E S , HIGH-W EAR IT EMS:

PIST O N ................................................$15.72
RIN G S O NLY ......................................$14.58
C YLIND E R........................................... $89.45
SHIFT LE V E R........................................$6.64
BRAK E P E DAL....................................$20.06
F R O NT SPR O CK E T............................ $11.32

DISTRIBUTO R:
Kawasaki Motor Corp., U .S .A.
3630 G arry S t.
Santa Ana , C a lifornia 92704

O V E RALL RATING . F R OM 0 T O 100, 
VARIO US C ATE G O RIE S . K E EPIN G 
INT END E D US E O F MA CHINE IN MIND:

HANDLING ................................................. 97
SUSP E NSIO N ........................................... 95
P O W E R....................................................... 42
C O ST ........................................................... 88
ATT E NTIO N T O D E TAIL.......................... 90
E F F E C TIV EN E SS , ST O N E ST O C K ........75

Kawasaki KDX400A-1

NAME AND MO D EL....................... Kawasaki
KDX400A-1

E NGIN E TYP E .. Two-stroke , single-cylinder, 
piston reed va lve

B O R E AND STR O K E ..................... 80 x 78mm
DISPLA C EME NT ....................................392cc
H O RS E PO W E R (CLAIME D BY

F A C T O RY) ....................... 39.4 a t 7000 rpm;
actual 35.8

C ARBURE TIO N .......................... Mikuni36mm
F A C T O RY R E C OMME ND ED JE TTIN G:

MAIN JE T ............................................. 162.5
N E E DLE JE T ............................................. Q-2
JE T N E EDLE ..................................... 6DH-18
PILO T JE T 45
SLIDE NUMB E R ..................................... 2.5

R E C OMME ND E D G AS OLIN E ........ Premium
R E C OMME ND E D OIL

(MF R .) .................................... Kawasaki K-2
F U EL TANK C APA CITY ............... 3.3 ga llons
F U EL TANK MAT ERIAL ........................ P lastic
G AS/OIL RATIO ....................................... 20:1
LUBRICATIO N ......................................Pre-mix
AIR FILTRATIO N ................. K&N gauze filter,

oil-sa tura ted
CLUT C H TYPE ......................... We t, multi-disc
TRANSMISSIO N ............................ F ive-speed
G E ARB O X RATIO S:

1 ................................................................ 2.31
2 ................................................................. 1.53
3 ................................................................. 1.18
4 ................................................................ 0.95
5 ................................................................ 0.79

G E ARIN G , F R O NT/R EAR .................... 15/48;
optiona l: 13 through 16-46 to 50

IG NITIO N ..................................................... C DI
PRIMARY KICK SYST EM?...................... Yes
R E C OMME ND E D SPARK PLU G .......... N G K

B8E S
SILE NC E R/SPARK ARRE ST O R/

Q UALITY .............................................. Good
E XHAUST SYSTEM....... H igh-pipe , le ft side ,

silencer and spark arrestor

F RAME , TYP E-----Tubular, single downtube ,
split cradle

WH E ELBASE .................................57.1 inches
G R O UND CLE ARANC E ................11.8 inches
S E AT H EIG HT AT TANK ............. 37.6 inches
ST E E RIN G H EAD AN GLE 28degrees
TRAIL.................................4.7 inches (120mm)
W EIG HT WITH O N E G ALLO N

G AS ............... 248 pounds (240 pounds dry)
RIM MATE RIAL.................... A luminum a lloy
TIR E SIZ E S:

F R O NT ....................... 3.00 x 21 knobby, 4PR
R E AR ......................... 4.50 x 18 knobby. 6PR

SUSP E NSIO N:
F R O NT , TYP E AND TRAV EL.............. Te le �

scopic fork, 10.2 inches 
R E AR. TYP E AND TRAVEL .Swingarm/ 

shock, 9.1 inches
INT END E D US E , MF R ...................... O ff road,

enduro compe tition 
C O UNTRY O F O RIGIN Japan
PRIC E , APPR O X..................................... $1799
PARTS PRIC E S , HIGH-W EAR IT EMS:

PIST O N ........................... $31.84 piston only
RIN G S O NLY ......................................$12.40
C YLIND ER......................................... $206.40
SHIFT LE V E R........... $7.98; optiona l folding

lever $8.00
BRAKE P E DAL..................................... $8.00
F R O NT SPRO C K ET ............................$16.52

DISTRIBUT O R:
Kawasaki Motor Corp., U .S .A .
3630 G arry S t.
Santa Ana , C a lifornia 92704 

O V E RALL RATIN G , F R OM 0 T O 100, 
VARIO US C ATE G O RIES , K E EPING 
INT END E D US E O F MA C HIN E IN MIND:

HANDLIN G ................................................. 92
SUSP ENSIO N ........................................... 94
P O W E R ................................................... 99.5
C O ST 98
ATT E NTIO N T O D E TAIL '.'.'.'.'.'.'.'.'.'.'.'.'.'.97
E F F E CTIV E N ESS . ST O NE ST O CK ........96

O UR B E STSH O TS
Don’t miss this photo collection 
packed with the best shots taken 
by DIRT BIK E ’S sta ff and contribu �
ting photographers. P lus... a run �
down on the equipment and style 
techniques you should have to be �
come a be tter trackside photo�
grapher. Only $2! Order your copy 
today.

DIRT BIK E
PH O TO ALBUM 79
Box 317 • Encino • C A 91316

Name ________________________

Address________________________

C ity/S ta te/Z ip __________________

(P lease enclose $2 for each copy 
ordered, plus 50 cents postage and 

handling. Make check payable to 
H i-Torque Publica tions.) DB9_10

SP E CIALLY D E SIG N E D F O R TH E R E AL H O T R O D
S tyle 122 — S tyle 121 —

D E ALE R IN Q UIRIE S: 
(714) 291-7271

SUP E R RID E R C ASUAL JE RS E Y 
•RA GLAN STYLE — SH O RT SLE E V E S

•O NLY $10.45 each

� MAD E O F 100% V E NT E D NYLO N 
•WITH F R O NT AND SLE E V E S ELE G ANTLY 
SILK S C R E E N PRINTE D - N O T 
IR O N-O N WITH GLO WIN G R E D 
AND G OLD FLAME D E SIG NS

•O NLY $13.45 each

Cotoi Price

The KRIST E K 
3489 Na tiona l Avenue 
P . O . Box 33013 
San D iego. C A 92103 

) Money Order ( ) Check

Y O U MAY O RD E R 
THRU ANY MOT O R C Y CLE 

D E ALE R IN Y O UR AR E A O R 
O RD E R DIR E C T!

Merchandise Tota l 
C a lifornia Resident Add 6% Tax 
Shipping and Handling 
T O TAL AMO UNT E N CLO S E D

1.50

MO TO-X JE RS E Y 
•RA GLAN STYLE — 
LO N G SLE E V E S 

•WITH F ULL ARM AND 
ELB O W PR O T E C TIV E 
PADS

•AVAILABLE IN 
BLA C K , TUR QU OIS 
AND NAVY BLU E 

•ADULT SIZ E S:
XL, L, M & S 
C HILDR E N SIZ E S: 
16, 14, 12 & 10

(Orders rece ived are promptly

SUP E R RID E R

served. A llow 40 days de livery Name
for orders placed with persona l Address 
check. A ll shipments are e ffected citv 
by UPS .)

S ta te Z ip--------
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