MINISECTION

Just watch out for parked trash cans

Some time ago, Yamaha converted
their line of dual-purpose motorcycles
from GTs to DTs. But one motorcycle
stayed with the title of GT, the little
street-legal Yamaha GT80. Although
the smallest of the dual-purpose line,
the GT is known throughout the world
forits unusual size, and its ability to go
where V-8s and straight sixes can go,
minus the freeways.

When we got hold of our little GT, it
appeared a bit awkward at first. With
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the full-on street equipment such as a
headlight, combination tail/brake
light, blinkers, mirrors and speedo
meter, the bike just didn't look like it
had a vein of off-road in it. The only
traces of trail noticeable were a cross
bar on the handlebars, and trials tires.
That wasit. The fenders didn't hint to
ward dirt, northe chassis, northe
saddle/tank appearance. They all
looked street.

So, justto see ifthe GT had anything

for the off-road enthusiast, we took it
out to the desert to give it a spin. This
is how everybody who got on it started
off: Kick over the engine, which started
quickly even when very cold, give the
shift lever a swift tap down, and dump
the clutch. Momentary loss of balance
instantly followed, as the bike just
stood stationary. The little four-speed
transmission is all upshifts, with the
extreme bottom the home of neutral.
(Continued on page (i ?)



(Continued on page 36)
Oh well, after the initial embarrass
ment, it was out into the sands.

Fora dual-purpose mini-bike, the
GT80 had a fairly respectable power-
plant. The engine would pull all four
gears with afull-sized adult aboard.
But that darned neutral at the bottom
of the shifting pattern became a
nuisance during riding. One minute
you'd be setting up for a sandy berm,
kick it down a couple oftimes, and the
next thing you knew, you'd be on the
ground with the GT on top of you,
engine still happily idling away in
neutral.

As for the tires and suspension on the
little GT80, both left a lot to be de
sired. Both the forks and shocks were
too stiff for a little tyke, but worked for
a full-sized staffer. And there isn't any
thing to say about trials tires that
hasn't already been complained about
in the past, on bigger dual-purpose
motorcycles coming out of the Yamaha
factory doors. They just don't seem
comfortable on the street, or traction-
able in the dirt, butrather only ac
ceptable in both areas. Nothing spec
tacular at all.

One thing that is nice about the little
GTis thatitis street-legal. That means
that if you're out riding in the desert,
or at the edge oftown, and decide that
it's time fora cold one, you can putt on
down to the store and pick up a Pepsi or
something.

The tank, lighting, blinkers and mir
rors are all too street-oriented to make
the GT agood dualer. The tankis
metal, as are the fenders, lights and
blinkers, and upon impact with the
soil, they tend to bend a lot. Especially
the blinkers. Some rubber should have
been puthere. Shame on you, Yamaha.
Those components make the GT too
much pavement-preferable.

Overall, the popularity of the
Yamaha GT80 has not been brought on
by the off-road population. The little
motorcycle just doesn't have enough of
what it takes to survive in the sand.
Everything is put on the bike in a place
where it will break off in the first few
crashes.

But the GT is still popularfor those
folks who take the RV motor home out
to the lake every summer, and instead
of packing along another car or a big
bike, they throw the little buzzerin the
trunk orthe back of the camper. It gets
great gas mileage, with oil injection,
stores anywhere, has a good engine,
and is totally street-legal.

Maybe someday the GT will get ac
ceptable off-road components, too. It
wouldn't take much more than a little
plastic onthe tank and fenders, and a
little rubber around the headlight, tail-
light and blinkers, and voilal—instant
dual-purpose bike that truly has a dual
purpose.
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We purchased the entire U.S. BSA distributorship
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The New MX, Enduro tire with
dimple blocks and rim saver bead

Dunlop Tires c-183a Shin Tires

K190 3.60 x14  *22.90 3.00 x 14 $15.95 3.85 x 14
4.10 x 14 26.45 3.50 x 14 18.45 3.60 x 18
5.10 x 17 sy §41.95 3.00 x 18 $21.45 410 x 18
4.10 x18 34.95 3.50 x 18 24.95 4.60 x 18
4.50 x 18 spy  44.95 4.00 x 18 32.95 . .
4.60 x 18 3995  4.50 x 18 37.95 If not available will
3.00 x 21 $31.95 3.00 x 21 §22.95 substitute Nan Kang

SCOTT
MX BOOTS

Moto Star Il

5,55 §1390;

0 starll 89.95 with liners
Il 72.95 Reg. - 198

RT 49.95 Check our prices on Hi-Point & Full Bore boots

D.I.D.

Chain
Fannypak 428H x m links $18.00
Tool Bag 520 X no $24.00
$2995 530 x 106 $24.00
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3328 Woodson Rd.
St. Louis. Mo. 63114
MO. Call Ph.(314)427-1204 .

THE BEST OF 100 ISSUES!

Don't miss out on the 100th anniversary edition, THE BEST OF DIRT
BIKE. This collector's item is a one-time special issue filled with the
most outrageous articles, features, tests and photos ever published in
DIRT BIKE. Only §2.

"Free freight Only 48 Continental U.S
ORDER BY PHONE TODAY!
CALLTOLL FREE!
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THE BEST OF DIRT BIKE » P.0. Box 317 » Encino e California 91316

NAME
ADDRESS
CITY/STATE/ZIP

Please send $2 plus 50 cents postage and handling foreach copy
ordered. Make checks payable to Hi-Torque Publications.
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