
MINI S E C TIO N

Just wa tch out for parked trash cans
By The S ta ff of D irt B ike

Some time ago, Yamaha converted 
the ir line of dua l-purpose motorcycles 
from G Ts to DTs. But one motorcycle 
stayed with the title of G T , the little 
stree t-lega l Yamaha G T80. A lthough 
the sma llest of the dua l-purpose line , 
the G T is known throughout the world 
for its unusua l size , and its ability to go 
where V-8s and stra ight sixes can go, 
minus the freeways.

When we got hold of our little G T , it 
appeared a bit awkward a t first. W ith

the full-on stree t equipment such as a 
headlight, combina tion ta il/brake 
light, blinkers, mirrors and speedo �
me ter, the bike just didn't look like it 
had a ve in of off-road in it. The only 
traces of tra il noticeable were a cross �
bar on the handlebars, and tria ls tires. 
That was it. The fenders didn't hint to �
ward dirt, nor the chassis, nor the 
saddle/tank appearance . They a ll 
looked stree t.

So, just to see if the G T had anything

for the off-road enthusiast, we took it 
out to the desert to give it a spin. This 
is how everybody who got on it started 
off: K ick over the engine , which started 
quickly even when very cold, give the 
shift lever a swift tap down, and dump 
the clutch. Momentary loss of ba lance 
instantly followed, as the bike just 
stood sta tionary. The little four-speed 
transmission is a ll upshifts, with the 
extreme bottom the home of neutra l.
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(Continued on page 36)
Oh we ll, a fter the initia l embarrass �
ment, it was out into the sands.

For a dua l-purpose mini-bike , the 
G T80 had a fa irly respectable power- 
plant. The engine would pull a ll four 
gears with a full-sized adult aboard.
But tha t darned neutra l a t the bottom 
of the shifting pa ttern became a 
nuisance during riding. One minute 
you'd be se tting up for a sandy berm, 
kick it down a couple of times, and the 
next thing you knew, you'd be on the 
ground with the G T on top of you, 
engine still happily idling away in 
neutra l.

As for the tires and suspension on the 
little G T80, both le ft a lot to be de �
sired. Both the forks and shocks were 
too stiff for a little tyke , but worked for 
a full-sized sta ffer. And there isn't any �
thing to say about tria ls tires tha t 
hasn't a lready been compla ined about 
in the past, on bigger dua l-purpose 
motorcycles coming out of the Yamaha 
factory doors. They just don't seem 
comfortable on the stree t, or traction- 
able in the dirt, but ra ther only ac �
ceptable in both areas. Nothing spec �
tacular a t a ll.

One thing tha t is nice about the little 
G T is tha t it is stree t-lega l. Tha t means 
tha t if you're out riding in the desert, 
or a t the edge of town, and decide tha t 
it's time for a cold one , you can putt on 
down to the store and pick up a Pepsi or 
some thing.

The tank, lighting, blinkers and mir�
rors are a ll too stree t-oriented to make 
the G T a good dua ler. The tank is 
me ta l, as are the fenders, lights and 
blinkers, and upon impact with the 
soil, they tend to bend a lot. Especia lly 
the blinkers. Some rubber should have 
been put here . Shame on you, Yamaha . 
Those components make the G T too 
much pavement-pre ferable .

Overa ll, the popularity of the 
Yamaha G T80 has not been brought on 
by the off-road popula tion. The little 
motorcycle just doesn't have enough of 
wha t it takes to survive in the sand. 
Everything is put on the bike in a place 
where it will break off in the first few 
crashes.

But the G T is still popular for those 
folks who take the RV motor home out 
to the lake every summer, and instead 
of packing a long another car or a big 
bike , they throw the little buzzer in the 
trunk or the back of the camper. It ge ts 
great gas mileage , with oil injection, 
stores anywhere , has a good engine , 
and is tota lly stree t-lega l.

Maybe someday the G T will ge t ac �
ceptable off-road components, too. It 
wouldn't take much more than a little 
plastic on the tank and fenders, and a 
little rubber around the headlight, ta il- 
light and blinkers, and voila!—instant 
dua l-purpose bike tha t truly has a dua l 
purpose . �
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IN C ...................We purchased the entire U .S . BSA distributorship 
We import TRIUMPH ,BSA and N O RT O N parts direct 
O UR PRIC ES C AN'T B E B E AT! C a ll for prices & orders

. O RD E R BY PH O N E —T OLL F R E E — 1-800-325-4144
C O D * F R E E f r e i g h t  o n  i t e m s l i s t e d  *

The New MX , Enduro tire with 
dimple blocks and rim saver bead

Dunlop T ires
K190

C-183A
3.60 x 14 *22.90 3.00 x 14 $15.95
4.10 x 14 26.45 3.50 x 14 18.45
5.10 X 17 6pty $41.95 3.00 x 18 $21.45
4.10 x18 34.95 3.50 x 18 24.95
4.50 X 18 6ply 44.95 4.00 x 18 32.95
4.60 x 18 39.95 4.50 x 18 37.95
3.00 x 21 $31.95 3.00 x 21 $22.95

Shin T ires
3.85 x 14
3.60 x 18 
4.10 x 18
4.60 x 18

If not ava ilable will 
substitute Nan Kang

Moto S tar III
$85.95

O star II 89.95 n
II 72.95

RT 49.95

S C O TT 
MX B O O TS

$13995
with liners

Reg. • 198

Check our prices on H i-Point & Full Bore boots

F annypak 
Tool Bag 

$2995
’Free fre ight Only 48 Continenta l U .S .

O RD E R BY PH O N E T O DAY!
l  C ALL T OLL F R E E!
X ™ 1-800-325-4144

D .I.D .
Cha in

428H x m links $18.00 
520 x no $24.00 
530 x 106 $24.00

This advertisement supersedes e ll previous ads
^ 3328 Woodson Rd.

S t. Louis. Mo. 63114 
MO . C a ll Ph.(314)427-1204 .

TH E B E ST O F 100 ISSU E S!
Don't miss out on the 100th anniversary edition, TH E B E ST O F DIRT 
BIK E . This collector's item is a one-time specia l issue filled with the 
most outrageous articles, fea tures, tests and photos ever published in 
DIRT BIKE . Only $2.

TH E B E ST O F DIRT BIK E • P . O . Box 317 • Encino • C a lifornia • 91316

NAME ___________________________________________________________

ADDR E SS_________________________________________________________

CITY/STATE /ZIP__________________________________________________

P lease send $2 plus 50 cents postage and handling for each copy 
ordered. Make checks payable to H i-Torque Publica tions.
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