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Wha t your scoot needs 
a fter a long winter's storage

By Paul C lipper

E arlier in the year we wanted to do a 
story on a ll the little things you need to 
do when you're planning to put a bike 
into storage , some thing winter 
wea ther forces us into in many parts of 
the country. A fter our usua l hemming- 
and-hawing session on wha t the story 
should include , we fina lly decided tha t 
the whole idea was ridiculous. Nobody 
ever plans on putting a bike away.
Every fa ll weekend, the hills ring with 
the cry of " just one more ride ..., " un �

til suddenly it's spring, and the 
scoot we intended to lavish a ll tha t 

a ttention on is slumped in a heap in 
the back of the garage , pinned in a 
comer by the lawnmower. It's usua lly 
hard to te ll the two apart.

We ll, you could have avoided this 
season of decay, but since it's now la te 
April, tha t news isn't much good to 
you. The only way to go, a t this point, 
is to fight your way into the comer and 
drag the beast into the light where your 
work will be a little more pleasant. 
F ight back the impulse to fire it up and 
do a few hot laps around the yard. If 
you want tha t bike to last another 

_________________(Continued on page 60)
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A t $199.95 cur 
G ASS E R W ith triple ra te
springs is the best buy 
of high technology suspen- 
sion W ith remote reservoir, as ^ 
shown, they're $279 95. Order I 
direct or send for our 8-page 
ca talog. Lengths available from 

l  iiv. In to i8V i in Triple ra te springs 
\ ava ilable for most applications

C O F O R TH E 
W O RKS .

W O RKS shocks offer works-like suspension 
performance with 3 different mode ls. Our 

O RIGINAL is a vast improvement over 
stock suspension a t a reasonable price . 

Our G ASS E R is a nitrogen pressur�
ized shock with superior damping 

qua lities for fast recrea tiona l, 
enduro, superbike and moto- 

cross riders. Our SUP E R- 
C RO SS E R offers incompar�

able performance for pro �
fessiona l class racers, with 

infinite adjustability and 
the only true prog �

ressive damping 
ava ilable . W O RKS . 

We're still the 
leader in rear 

suspension 
. technology.

W O RKS P E R F O RMANC E PRO DUC TS • 20970 Knapp S t. • Cha tSW O fth. C A 91311 • 213-998-1977

E astern Service C enter: Keystone Motocross V torks • Beaver F a lls. RA • 412-843-7332

B E AUTIF UL SILV ER HAND-E N G RAV E D BU C KLE WITH 
BR O NZ E O V E RLAID DIRT RID E R . FITS U fa” B ELT .

Be the first to own this PLUS PR O DU C TS , IN C .
E X CLUSIV E design. P . O . Box 14945, Las Vegas, Nevada 89114

P lease send__________ buckle(s). I have enclosed
$16.95 plus $1.00 postage ft handling for each 
buckle ordered. C anadian orders add an 
additional $1.00, other fore ign add $2.00.

Name _______________

Address _____________

C ity_________________

S ta te_____________ Z ip

Use this form to 
notify us a t least 
six weeks be fore 
you move .

MO VIN G?
P lease a ttach, in this space , the labe l from a 
recent issue to insure proper address corrections.

Ma il to: DIRT BIK E MA G AZIN E 
Subscription Dept.
P . O . Box 317, Encino, C A 91316

N E W ADDR E SS:
Name___________
Address_________
C ity_____________
S ta te____________ -Z iP-
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There's no way to save a pa ir of fork tubes in 
this condition— the rust pits the pla ting and 
they'll leak forever more .

season there are a few things we've got 
to check first. O f course ... if your im�
media te plans ca ll for a quick sa le of 
the a forementioned machine , by a ll 
means do a couple of whee lies down 
the stree t—just to ge t in the mood be �
fore you ge t out the spray cans. You 
have very little use for the following...

Obviously, the first thing the bike 
needs is a good wash. Chances are you 
never cleaned it a fter tha t last ride and 
it looks pre tty grim. Even if you did 
scrub it up last November, it's probab �
ly sporting a good coa ting of garage 
dust, so ge t out the hose .

By the way, since this is the first 
wash of the season, do yourse lf a favor 
and do it right. Take the cha in off and 
throw it in a pan of oil, pull out the a ir



If your cha in looks anything like this a fter a 
winter's layover, you’d be tter just throw it 
away.

filter and stuff a rag in the boot—a rea l 
textbook cleaning. It'll make the rest 
of the job a lot easier.

Now comes the hard part—which 
end to start on. If you want to do it 
quick and dirty, just pull each piece off, 
do the required ma intenance , and then 
put it back on. If you rea lly care about 
the bike , it's best to tear it down to the 
bare frame and go over it piece by 
piece , and while the frame is empty 
this is a grea t time to check it for 
cracks and repa int (which you should 
do anyhow). Whichever me thod you 
use , the three first things you should 
do are:

• Change the transmission oil.
• Dra in, flush, and re fill the oil in 

the forks.
• Repack the whee l bearings.
Don't be surprised if things ge t com�

plica ted right away. If the tranny oil 
comes out milky, you may want to 
flush it out with a little mild solvent, 
and if any chunks of me ta l drop out, 
you had be tter resign yourse lf to 
splitting the cases. If the action of the 
forks is gritty or sloppy in any way, 
you'd be tter pull them apart and have a 
look; and the chances are very good 
tha t once you ge t the old grease off the 
whee l bearings, you'll find tha t they 
need replacing anyway. We never sa id 
it was going to be easy.

Now, on to the rest.
Pull the carb off, and take a look in�

side the floa tbowl. There may be some 
very scary things inside there , but 
don't worry, they're probably dead by 

(Continued on page 68)

A . TANK SHIRT
�  Emblem on front $5.70*
�  Emblem, both sides $6.70* 

C ircle color: ye llow blue 
C ircle size: S M L XL 
Color: Orange
S ize: S XL only 
Emblem ft______

B . T-SHIRT
�  Emblem on front $6.20*
�  Emblem, both sides $7.20*

C ircle color: white red ye llow 
C ircle size: S M L XL 
Emblem ft______

C . SW E ATSHIRT $9.70*
C ircle color: red ye llow It-blue 
white
C ircle size: S M L XL 
Emblem ft______

D . DIRT BIK E RA CIN G  
JE RS E Y $17.20*
Emblem on front and back. 
C ircle color: red, blue , ye llow 
C ircle size: S M L XL

* PRIC E S IN CLUD E 75-C E NTS F O R 
P O STAG E AND HANDLIN G

BIK E T O PS 
F R OM

PLUS PR O DU C TS
C H O OS E Y O UR T-, TANK O R SW E AT SHIRT D E SIG N ME N'S SIZE S O NLYI

M-253 E NDURO 
M-248 BULTAC O
M-250 HARLE Y DAVIDS O N (B ig B ike Racer)
M-281 HARLE Y DAVIDS O N WIN G S
M-130 HARLE Y DAVIDS O N #1
M-255 MAIC O
M-249 JAWA C Z
L-511 SMO KIN'
L-679 SP O K ER B O O GIE 
M-252 MO T O C RO SS 
M-251 SUZUKI 
C-067 O SSA (flaming)
C-060 HUSQ VARNA (flaming)
M-246 KAWASAKI (B ig B ike Racer)
M-280 H O NDA 
C-100 BSA (flaming)
M-240 SUZUKI (B ig B ike Racer)
M-270 TRIUMPH 
C-200 TRIUMPH (F laming)

LX-34 I’M #1, WHY TRY HARDE R 
L-833 I'M S O HAPPY I C O ULD JUST SHIT 
M-531 C ANADA 
M-180 U .S .A.
M-268 D O D G E VAN
M-271 C HE VY VAN
M-174 F O RD VAN
M-182 B O O N E S F ARM
L-156 B E E R DRINK ERS HALL O F F AME
L-15 K E EP O N TRUC KIN'
M-516 LE T'S B O O GIE
M-172 TH E D E VIL MAD E ME D O IT
R-248 H O T D O G (Ska teboard)
CM C H O PP ERS MA G AZIN E 
MXA MO T O C R O SS A C TIO N MA G AZIN E 
BB BIG BIK E MA G AZIN E 
DB DIRT BIKE MA G AZIN E 
RV VAN-PIC KUP & O F F-RO AD W O RLD 

(Do It In Your Van)

Make check or money order payable to: 
PLUS PR O DU C TS , IN C .
P . O . B O X 14945
LAS V E G AS , N E VADA 89114

Name

Address

Nevada Residents Add Sa les Tax

DB

C ity___________________________ S tate___________________ Z ip

PRIC E S E F F E C TIV E F O R 90 DAYS - 
ALLO W 6-8 W E E KS F O R D ELIV E RY
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(Continued from page 61)
now. C lean the whole carb, inside and 
out, and se t it aside .

Now we'll go looking for some live 
stuff. Be lieve it or not, exhaust pipes 
and cylinders are some of the favorite 
places of bugs and sma ll anima ls. Pull 
the pipe and head off and take a look. 
Chances are you won't find anything 
brea thing, but while you're in there 
check the cylinder wa lls for surface 
rust, and if you see any a t a ll, pull the 
top end off and a ttack it with #400 
emery paper. If it's been awhile since 
your last top end job, drag out the fee ler 
gauges and check the clearances. Look 
a t it this way—if you do it now, it'll be

Even little things like grips may de teriora te  
slightly a fter a period of neglect.

HM’OINT
�  RA CIN G *

, r U C E O G ll-V lE 
• � j AMMIN" 

JIMMY W EIN E RT

"MA G O O "
iC O TT PARK E R 
j e r n i e  S C HR EIB E R 

"KIN G RIC HARD 
BURLE S O N

E RIC McK E NNA 
DARRYL S C HULTZ

[E D LEINIBA C H

i E NNY 
IO B P O PIEL 
K E VIN
LaV O lE

R°G E R De C O ST E R 

JA C K P E NT O N 
C HU C K MILLE R 

WARR E N R EID 
C HAPPY BLO S E 

T O DD H EMPST E AD 
B O B BALE NTIN E 

KRIS BIG ELO W 
F AST F RANK" 

G ALLO
JIMMY ELLIS

^ d r e w  s mi t h

T E D W O RR ELL
mi k e  m e l t o n

HI-P OINT M-X B O O TS
HAN G AR O UND WITH S OME R E AL
F AST C OMPANY ...........
Whe ther it’s the “Jammer” in M-X , 
“K ing R ichard” in an enduro, Bruce 
Ogilvie in the desert or Bernie Schre iber 
in trials, H i-Point boots give the pros the 
protection, comfort and styling they are 
looking for in a professiona l M-X boot.
See your H i-Point Racing Products 
dea ler for the proper style and fit to give 
you the same PR O tection to win the big 
ones.

H i-Point M-X Boots—In adult sizes 5 thru 13 
including '/, sizes,

H i-Point Mini M-X Boots the same PR O tec �
tion and styling as our adult bool in size 1 thru 7

H i-Point Enduro Boots — fea tures the clea ted 
enduro sole in adult sizes 5 thru 13 including'/, sizes.

H i-Point Trials Boots—Used by Bernie Schre i �
ber. . .specially designed for observed tria ls.

A ll Your Compe tition Needs Are 
As C lose As Your H i-Point Dea ler.

HI-POINT RACING PR O DU C TS 
3709 W Erie Ave . Lora in. O H 44053 
P O Box 2327. Amarillo. TX 79105 
9604 O a tes Dr.. Sacramento, C A 95827

HI-P OINT
�  RA CIN G *

For a H i-Point Racing Jersey pa tch and 
visor deca l send SI 00 to: H i-Point 
Racing Pa tches. 3709 W Erie Avenue . 
Lorain. Ohio 44053

awhile be fore you have to do it aga in. 
While you've got the pipe off, knock 
out any excess crud which may have 
accumula ted in e ither end.

S ince we've got nearly the whole 
bike apart, we might as we ll continue . 
Pull off the swingarm and the steering 
head, and clean and repack the bear�
ings. Once aga in, if they're a t a ll 
pitted, corroded or nasty-looking in 
any way, you might as we ll replace 
them. And while we're ta lking about 
corrosion, make sure there's no rust on 
any polished parts, like shock sha fts 
and fork tubes. C lean and/or replace as 
necessary.

On to the e lectrics. Take off the top 
coil (the one under the tank), clean it 
and its mounting surface , and then bolt 
it back on. Use plenty of Loctite .
Check a ll the wires for cracks and bare

Don't be surprised if you find a tire or two 
fla t in the spring.

spots, and work your way down to the 
mag. If you've got a points ignition, 
you should replace the points and rese t 
the timing; on a C DI this isn't neces �
sary, but do clean up a ll the corrosion 
on e ither type and give the whole thing 
a shot of WD40, C R C , or some kind of 
light oil (don't ge t it on the points!) and 
a rubdown with a clean rag.

A ll tha t's le ft now are the little de �
ta ils. G ive a ll the controls the once �
over, cleaning and lubing as you go. 
You should notice if a cable or two are 
bad; needless to say, replace them.
Pour tha t vile looking fluid out of the 
gas tank and rinse it out with some 
fresh mix, and if any of the tires are 
fla t, it should be obvious wha t you 
need to do last...

It a ll boils down to this: Spend a day 
or so going over the bike be fore you 
strap on the he lme t aga in. Chances are 
tha t scoot took you on a number of 
good rides last year, and with a little 
care , work and luck, it should pull you 
through another year's worth. Happy 
wrenching! �
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