KAWASAKI KX80

THE
SPLIT LEV
MINI-RAC

Take it from beginnerto expert
By The Dirt Bike Staff
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Todd Sciacqua slings the KX80 through a corner, testing the limits of its sliding capabilities.
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How many times have you seen a kid
out at the track on a brand-spanking-
new 80cc motocrosser, spending the
entire day in frustration? You can see
him constantly stalling the bike in
comers, half of the time scared to death
of all the power it has, and even more
terrified of the fact that to keep the
bike moving he has torev the engine
all of the time. That's no way fora
little guy to learn how to ride. When he
begins to ride that way, he develops
bad habits.

That's commonplace in today's
minicycle world. It seems like all of
the bikes are screamers, designed in
the footsteps of a 125. But with Kawa
saki's new KX80, a beginner will stand
a better chance in both learning to race
and in developing good habits for
future years of racing.

Why?

Because unlike all of the other 80s,
the Kawasaki has good, strong low-end
power that will enable the beginning
rider to go around a course without
screaming the engine, just using the
lower part of the powerband to keep
him skooting along at a very acceptable
pace. A good example of the KX's low-
end potential can be found in pulling a
second gear start with it, and trying it
with this year's RM80. The KX will
take off in second gear, with ordinary
clutching and no wild feathering, while
ifyou tried that with the RM, you'd
have to scream the engine, slip the
clutch constantly, and give it a little
bit of help with yourlegs. The low.end
onthe new KX80 is outstanding. And
its mid-range is just as strong as the
Suzuki's, too. The only place where
you'll startto give ground away to the
RMis at the top, where the RM will
pull the KX slightly in a straight drag.

As you can see, the new 1980 KX
minicrosseris not a Uni-Trak sus
pended motorcycle. It uses dual oil-
damped spring shocks with a boxed
swingarm. Putting a Union one of the
minis is going to take a lot more de
velopmental work from Kawasaki
before you'll see it on the 80. But for
the mini, the dual springers work just
as well. They can handle both large and
ripple bumps, with a minimum of
swapping and loss of control. As for the
front forks, they are even better. Lead
ing axle legs are up front, and handle
rough terrain well.

With the good suspension com
ponents on the KX, and longer travel
distances thanin the past, you might
tend to think that the bike would no
longerturn as well as before. That is
not the case with this machine. The
KX turns extremely well. Sliding or
squaring comers is left up to the rider's
personal preference. He does not have
torely solely upon berm hunting to
make the bike pivot. Itis avery well-
handling minibike.



We noticed the Kawasaki KX80 is
nota "fussy" motorcycle. Most little
screaming 80s have a tendency to load
up constantly unless kept buzzing. But
the KX was the total opposite of that. It
started up very quickly and it ran ex
tremely "clean." It did not have the
tendency to load up constantly; in fact,
itdidn't pack itin at all during our
testing.

During ourtest sessions with the
Kawasaki, we slipped in a set of
Boyesen reeds. After their installation,
the Kawasaki was even better. The al
ready potent low end became stronger,
the mid-range better, and the top end
increased a bit. And to get that all we
did was to pull out the reed cage, un
screw the old reeds, and putin the two-
piece Boyesen units! In fact, with the
new reeds, we had to be careful about
cracking the throttle in on loose, hard-
packed surfaces. If the throttle was hit
too hard at any pointin the range, the
KX's rearwheel would break loose and
spin. Still, fortheiroverall per
formance. the reeds are worth it.

Checkered flag time

Now, before you go out and buy a
Kawasaki KX80, here's the bottom
line. The KX is agood starter's bike for
two reasons. First, it has a good enough
low end to get him started into racing
easily and safely. That's a must forde
veloping good riding habits, and the
more a kid likes his bike, the better

he's going to take care of itand learn
how to keep it going from week to
week.

Second, after a guy starts racing and
gets better, the Kawasaki will get bet
ter with him. What that boils down to
is that as the rider gets faster, he learns
how to use his bike better, and he'll
learn that the Kawasaki is capable of
doing what he now can do himself.
With those two advantages it's hard to
knock the Kawasakifrom the begin
ner's standpoint. This bike is one of
the few that will be competitive for the
riderthroughout his class advances.

KAWASAKI KX80
Specifications
ENGINE TYPE......ccoooiiis Two-stroke, reed-valve
BORE AND STROKE. 48.0mm x 45.8mm

DISPLACEMENT.............. oo 82¢c
HORSEPOWER (CLAIMED) -16at11,500rpm

CARBURETION.......ccoeeeuee . 29mm Mikuni
IGNITION ..ot e CDI
TRANSMISSION Five-speed
FUELTANK CAPACITY 1.3 gallons
WHEELBASE.......ccoovne 46.85 inches
GROUND CLEARNACE .10.43 inches
SEATHEIGHT....cccovene. 30.31 inches
WEIGHT (CLAIMED) . 138.92 pounds
SUSPENSION: FRONT ... Leading axle fork
REAR .. Swingarm/oil-spring

shocks

TIRES: FRONT............... ...2.75x17 4prknobby
REAR .. .4.10x14 4prknobby
INTENDED USE .. Off-road competition
APPROX. RETAIL PRICE ..o $729
COUNTRY OF ORIGIN .., Japan

DISTRIBUTOR:
Kawasaki Motor Corp.
2009 E. Edinger Ave.
Santa Ana, California
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Bel-Rays gotyou under control And
ido it with themost complete line of suspension fluids available.
>k ream Honda's Roger DeCoster, whose worked with Bel-Ray
rthe years developing these fluids. Or Team
‘asakrs Brad Lackey. They'll tell you to Insist

3e/-Ray Suspension fluids and the rest of

Bel-Ray full line.
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\T Racing Suspension Fluid: Tough and
Dependable for Motocross or Racina
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Fork oil: An all purpose fluid
fordirtorstreet Special

additive "Seal Swell'conditions
seals extending theirlfife and reducing
theirmaintenance

r TOTAL ~
PERFORMANCE
LUBRICANTS

BCL-RAY COMPANY. INC . INTERNATIONAL CORP. HDQTRS.

0.0 Box526. Dept BR-2 _Farmingdale. NjO7727
120V 938-2421. TElex 152476

.00 forT-shirt, decals and poster/brochure

V Costa Mesa, CA 92627
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PERFORMANCE. . .
Turn It On With a WEB-CAM

Superior performance is yours when you
install a Web-Cam camshaft, available
for all popular 4-strokers (ATC's too!) .. .
our techniques include regrinds, hard-
welds, and grinding new billets, each to
give you the profile you need ... Send
$1.00 for complete catalog

WEBCAM
1663 Superior Ave.

714/631-1770 DIB_p~

NATIONAL HYDRON'S

MXL'’

y VENDRAMINI

RED-MX
BLUE-Enduro
FULL Sizes 7-13

Sendcheck ormoney order

CHCSTCBASHOP
599.00
53-oglus pOStagﬂosevﬁ?e?sl\;icehriggﬁt48066

and handling (313)774-6960

SCp A revolutionary synthetic fluid
strictly fortop professional compeltition

MJdASteCoflegeB/vd. Dept BR 2 Fullerfon. CA 92631.
738-8474
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