
KAWASAKI KX80

TH E
SPLIT LE V EL 
MINI-RA C E R
Take it from beginner to expert
By The D irt B ike S ta ff

Todd Sciacqua slings the KX80 through a corner, testing the limits of its sliding capabilities.

How many times have you seen a kid 
out a t the track on a brand-spanking- 
new 80cc motocrosser, spending the 
entire day in frustra tion? You can see 
him constantly sta lling the bike in 
comers, ha lf of the time scared to dea th 
of a ll the power it has, and even more 
terrified of the fact tha t to keep the 
bike moving he has to rev the engine 
a ll of the time . Tha t's no way for a 
little guy to learn how to ride . When he 
begins to ride tha t way, he deve lops 
bad habits.

Tha t's commonplace in today's 
minicycle world. It seems like a ll of 
the bikes are screamers, designed in 
the footsteps of a 125. But with Kawa �
saki's new KX80, a beginner will stand 
a be tter chance in both learning to race 
and in deve loping good habits for 
future years of racing.

Why?
Because unlike a ll of the other 80s, 

the Kawasaki has good, strong low-end 
power tha t will enable the beginning 
rider to go around a course without 
screaming the engine , just using the 
lower part of the powerband to keep 
him skooting a long a t a very acceptable 
pace . A good example of the KX's low- 
end potentia l can be found in pulling a 
second gear start with it, and trying it 
with this year's RM80. The KX will 
take off in second gear, with ordinary 
clutching and no wild fea thering, while 
if you tried tha t with the RM, you'd 
have to scream the engine , slip the 
clutch constantly, and give it a little 
bit of he lp with your legs. The low.end 
on the new KX80 is outstanding. And 
its mid-range is just as strong as the 
Suzuki's, too. The only place where 
you'll start to give ground away to the 
RM is a t the top, where the RM will 
pull the KX slightly in a stra ight drag.

As you can see , the new 1980 KX 
minicrosser is not a Uni-Trak sus �
pended motorcycle . It uses dua l oil- 
damped spring shocks with a boxed 
swingarm. Putting a Uni on one of the 
minis is going to take a lot more de �
ve lopmenta l work from Kawasaki 
be fore you'll see it on the 80. But for 
the mini, the dua l springers work just 
as we ll. They can handle both large and 
ripple bumps, with a minimum of 
swapping and loss of control. As for the 
front forks, they are even be tter. Lead �
ing axle legs are up front, and handle 
rough terra in we ll.

W ith the good suspension com�
ponents on the KX , and longer trave l 
distances than in the past, you might 
tend to think tha t the bike would no 
longer turn as we ll as be fore . Tha t is 
not the case with this machine . The 
KX turns extreme ly we ll. S liding or 
squaring comers is le ft up to the rider's 
persona l pre ference . He does not have 
to re ly sole ly upon berm hunting to 
make the bike pivot. It is a very we ll- 
handling minibike .
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We noticed the Kawasaki KX80 is 
not a "fussy" motorcycle . Most little 
screaming 80s have a tendency to load 
up constantly unless kept buzz ing. But 
the KX was the tota l opposite of tha t. It 
started up very quickly and it ran ex �
treme ly "clean. " It did not have the 
tendency to load up constantly; in fact, 
it didn't pack it in a t a ll during our 
testing.

During our test sessions with the 
Kawasaki, we slipped in a se t of 
Boyesen reeds. A fter the ir insta lla tion, 
the Kawasaki was even be tter. The a l �
ready potent low end became stronger, 
the mid-range be tter, and the top end 
increased a bit. And to ge t tha t a ll we 
did was to pull out the reed cage , un �
screw the old reeds, and put in the two- 
piece Boyesen units! In fact, with the 
new reeds, we had to be care ful about 
cracking the throttle in on loose , hard- 
packed surfaces. If the throttle was hit 
too hard a t any point in the range , the 
KX's rear whee l would break loose and 
spin. S till, for the ir overa ll per�
formance . the reeds are worth it.

Checkered flag time
Now, be fore you go out and buy a 

Kawasaki KX80, here's the bottom 
line . The KX is a good starter's bike for 
two reasons. F irst, it has a good enough 
low end to ge t him started into racing 
easily and sa fe ly. Tha t's a must for de �
ve loping good riding habits, and the 
more a kid likes his bike , the be tter

he's going to take care of it and learn 
how to keep it going from week to 
week.

Second, a fter a guy starts racing and 
ge ts be tter, the Kawasaki will ge t be t �
ter with him. Wha t tha t boils down to 
is tha t as the rider ge ts faster, he learns 
how to use his bike be tter, and he'll 
learn tha t the Kawasaki is capable of 
doing wha t he now can do himse lf. 
W ith those two advantages it's hard to 
knock the Kawasaki from the begin �
ner's standpoint. This bike is one of 
the few tha t will be compe titive for the 
rider throughout his class advances. �

KAWASAKI KX80
Specifications

E N GINE TYP E .......................
B OR E AND STR OK E ............
DISPLAC EME NT.................
H O RSE PO W ER (CLAIME D)
C ARBUR E TIO N ...................
IG NITIO N .............................
TRANSMISSIO N 
F U EL TANK C APA CITY
WH E ELBAS E .........................
G R O UND CLE ARNAC E
S E AT H EIG HT .......................
W EIG HT (CLAIME D) 
SUSP ENSIO N: F R O NT 

R E AR

TIRE S: F R O NT ...............
R E AR

INT END E D US E 
APPR O X . R E TAIL PRIC E 
C O UNTRY O F O RIGIN 
DISTRIBUT O R:

Kawasaki Motor Corp. 
2009 E . Edinger Ave . 
Santa Ana , C a lifornia

Two-stroke , reed-va lve
-----48.0mm x 45.8mm
..............................82cc
..........16a t11,500rpm

................29mm Mikuni
................................ C DI
.................... F ive-speed
.................... 1.3 ga llons
..................46.85 inches
.................. 10.43 inches

................ 30.31 inches
............. 138.92 pounds
......... Leading axle fork
.. Swingarm/oil-spring 

shocks
.. .2.75x17 4pr knobby 
.. .4.10x14 4pr knobby 
.. O ff-road compe tition
.............................. $729

............................ Japan

f F O UR STR O K E ^ 
P E R F O RMAN C E . . .

Turn It On W ith a W E B-C AM
Superior performance is yours when you 
install a Web-C am camsha ft, ava ilable 
for a ll popular 4-strokers (ATC ’s too!) .. . 
our techniques include regrinds, hard- 
we lds, and grinding new billets, each to 
give you the profile you need . . . Send 
$1.00 for complete ca ta log

V

W E B C AM
1663 Superior Ave .

Costa Mesa , C A 92627 
714/631-1770 DIB y

NATIO NAL HYDR O N'S

.MXL”
y V ENDRAMINI

R E D-MX 
BLUE-Enduro 
F ULL S izes 7-13

599.00
P lus

53.00 postage 
and handling

Send check or money order

C H C ST C B^SH O P

28037 Gra tiot 
Roseville . Michigan 48066 

(313)774-6960

r T O TAL ^ 
P E R F O RMAN C E  

LUBRIC ANTS

in Europe , or dua l
Be l-Ray's got you under control And 
ne of suspension fluids ava ilable.i do it with the  most comple te line of suspension fluids ava ilable . 

>k ream Honda's Roger De Coster, whose worked with Be l-Ray 
r the years deve loping these fluids. Or Team 
'asakrs Brad Lackey. They'll te ll you to Insist 
3e/-Ray Suspension fluids and the rest of ££ [
Be l-Ray full line . IfiLjfl

s a£5 91 » B E m e * rr s a h  &

IT Racing Suspension F luid: Tough and 
Dependable for Motocross or Racina

Fork oil: An a ll purpose fluid 
for dirt or stree t Specia l 
additive "Sea l Swe ll"conditions 
sea ls extending the ir life and reducing 
the ir ma intenance

S Cp A revolutionary synthe tic fluid 
strictly for top professiona l compe tition

B CL-RAY C OMPANY . IN C . INT E RNATIO NAL C O RP . HD Q TRS .
p. 0 Box 526. Dept BR-2 F armlngda le . N j 07727 
120V 938-2421. T E lex 152476

MJd^S teCoflegeB/vd. Dept BR 2 Fullerton. C A 92631. 
.00 for T-shirt, deca ls and poster/brochure 738-8474
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